THE NORTHERN KY SPORTS HALL OF FAME WILL INDUCT 5 NEW MEMBERS INTO ITS ORGANIZATION ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 18, 2007. AT 1:00 P.M. THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND THE CEREMONY THAT WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE VILLA HILLS CIVIC CLUB HALL, 729 ROGERS ROAD VILLA HILLS KENTUCKY.

BILL HICKS – EDGEWOOD, KY. – BASEBALL & SOFTBALL, WAS A CATCHER FOR BAVARIAN BEER AND THE NEWPORT STEELERS IN THE BUCKEYE LEAGUE FROM 1951 – 1966. HE PLAYED SOFTBALL FOR SHIELDS REALTY,  THEY WON THE ASA WORLD SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT IN 1953. HE COACHED THE HOLY CROSS VETS KNOTHOLE BASEBALL TEAM FOR 7YEARS. HIS TEAM WON THE CLASS “A” GREATER CINCINNATI KNOTHOLE CHAMPIONSHIP IN 1966.
JENNY MERTLE – TAYLOR MILL, KY – GRADUATED FROM HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL IN 1975, SHE CONTINUED HER EDUCATION AT NORTHERN KY UNIVERSITY AND XAVIER UNIVERSITY. SHE PLAYED VOLLEYBALL, BASKETBALL, AND SOFTBALL WHILE AT HOLY CROSS AND ATTENDED NKU ON A PRESIDENTIAL/ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP. HER TEAMS HAVE MADE 16 TRIPS TO THE KHSAA STATE TOURNAMENTS, 11 REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, AND 3 DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS IN VOLLEYBALL. SHE HAS ALSO COACHED SLOW-PITCH SOFTBALL FOR 16 YEARS AND HAS WON 4 STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS. HER HONORS INCLUDE BEING INDUCTED INTO THE NEWPORT CENTRAL CATHOLIC HALL OF FAME. SHE HAS BEEN NAMED “COACH OF THE YEAR” IN VOLLEYBALL AND SOFTBALL FOR THE NORTHERN KENTUCKY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS ASSOCIATION SEVERAL TIMES. HER RECORD AS A SPORTS OFFICIAL INCLUDED BEING AN UMPIRE FOR SLOW-PITCH SOFTBALL FOR 7 YEARS, UMPIRING 5 KHSAA STATE TOURNAMENTS, AND BEING A BASKETBALL OFFICIAL FOR 27 YEARS

DAN NEVILLE –  CINCINNATI, OH. – BASEBALL, GRADUATED FROM COVINGTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL WHERE HE PLAYED 4 YEARS. 

PLAYED 8 YEARS IN MINOR LEAGUES. IN 1960 STARTED WITH PALATKA REDLEGS AND GENENVA REDS IN CLASS “D”. IN 1961 AND 1962 WITH TAMPA TARPONS, 1963 MACON PEACHES IN CLASS “AA”, IN 1964 WITH SAN DIEGO PADRES  CLASS “AAA” PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE AND CINCINNATI REDS. IN 1965 SAN DIEGO PADRES. IN 1966 PLAYED WITH BUFALO BISONS AND INDIANAPOLIS INDIANS, IN 1967 PLAYED FOR KNOXVILLE SMOKIES.

WAS NAMED PLAYER OF THE MONTH IN 1961 FLORIDA STATE LEAGUE AND IN 1964 PACIFIC COAST LEAGUE. LIFETIME MINOR LEAGUE RECORD 82 WINS  54 LOSSES WITH ERA 2.95

RALPH PARTON – KNOXVILLE. TN. – BASKETBALL, PLAYED AT CONNOR HIGH SCHOOL FROM 1972 – 1976, EARNED 3 LETTERS IN BASKETBALL, WAS NAMED ALL NKAC 2ND TEAM IN 1976. WAS A WALK-ON AT UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE FOR 1976-77 SEASON, RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIP IN HIS SENIOR SEASON 1979-1980. MEMBER OF UNIV OF TENN SEC CHAMPIONSHIP TEAMS IN 1976-77 SEC REGULAR SEASON CHAMPS, 1978-1979 SEC TOURNAMENT CHAMPS, BEAT KENTUCKY 3 TIMES. HIGHLIGHT WAS HITTING 2 FREE THROWS AGAINST KENTUCKY IN KNOXVILLE IN LAST MINUTE OF GAME TO HELP TENNESSE WIN 49-47 IN JAN 1980. RECEIVED THE TENNESSEE THOROUGHBRED AWARD AND BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER AWARD IN 1980.HE PLAYED FOR TENNESSE THAT WENT TO THE NCAA TOURNAMENT IN 1977, 1978, AND 1980.

MIKE SWAUGER – FT. THOMAS, KY –  GRADUATED FROM BELLEVUE HIGH SCHOOL IN 1965. HE RETURNED TO HIS ALMA MATER TO COACH THE BASKETBALL TEAMS THERE FOR 30 YEARS. HIS 23 YEAR CAREER AS HEAD BASKETBALL COACH IS THE LONGEST IN HIGH SCHOOL HISTORY. HE WAS HEAD BASKETBALL COACH AT BELLEVUE FROM 1979 TO 2002. HIS TEAMS SET A RECORD FOR WINNING 285 GAMES. THE TEAMS WERE IN THE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND WENT ON TO WIN 3 NKAC CHAMPIONSHIPS.  IN 1981 AND 1982 HE GUIDED HIS TEAMS TO THE ALL “A” CLASSIC CHAMPIONSHIPS.  HE PLAYED BASEBALL AT NKU AND ALSO PLAYED SEMI-PRO IN THE BUCKEYE LEAGUE.  HE IS CHARTER MEMBER/ORGANIZER OF THE ALL “A” CLASSIC STATEWIDE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT AND A CHARTER MEMBER OF THE ALL “A” CLASSIC BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

THE GUEST SPEAKER FOR THE CEREMONY WILL BE ANDY FURMAN, TALK SHOW HOST ON SUPERTALK FM 96.5 FROM 4-7 DAILY AND FORMERLY WITH WLW RADIO. BORN AND RAISED IN BROOKLYN, N.Y. WENT TO COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY IN NEW YORK CITY.

